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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hinckley (US 6,002,869)(Hereafter referred to as Hinckley). 

Hinckley teaches: 

A job submission engine (JSE) {Test Specification/Test History Reader} receiving 
input regarding first attributes unchanged from a first computing environment and 
second attributes representing change from the first computing environment in regard to 
claim 1 

(e.g.; column 13, lines 47-55; figure 8, element 803); 

A job control file generator (JCFG) {Test Case Generator} in electronic 
communication JSE automatically generating job control files (JCF) controlling testing of 
a computing environment according to values of first attributes generated based on an 
automatic sampling of values, and values of second attributes in regard to claim 1 
(e.g.; column 13, lines 5-9; figure 8, element 808); 

A JSE automatically submits JCF to a computing environment for execution and 
automatically monitors execution according to JCFs in regard to claim 1 
(e.g.; column 13, lines 47-55; figure 8, element 803); 

Automatic sampling of values is a random sampling in regard to claim 2 
(e.g.; column 15, lines 6-8); 
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Automatic sampling of values based upon a user-specified probability that a 
value should fall within a particular range of values in regard to claim 3 
(e.g.; column 15, lines 6-8); 

Automatic sampling of values is based upon a user-specified probability that a 
particular value should occur in regard to claim 4 
(e.g.; column 11, lines 11-13); 

A JSE comprises a user interface receiving input regarding at least some of 
second attributes through the user interface in regard to claim 5 
(e.g.; column 5, lines 32-35; figure 1, element 110); 

A JCFG is operable to generate JCFs based on values of second attributes 
provided through a user interface in regard to claim 6 
(e.g.; column 6, lines 47-51); 

One or more agents automatically analyzing results of performing tests of a 
computing environment according to JCFs in regard to claim 7 
(e.g.; column 15, lines 17-45); 

A JCFG generating JCFs including parameters for controlling submission of 
JCFs through a job queuing system of a computing environment in regard to claim 8 
(e.g.; column 13, lines 15-23); 

A JCFG generating JCFs by reference to a template file storing values of generic 
attributes obtained from input received by JSE by employing one or more value-setting 
methods in regard to claim 9 

(e.g.; column 9, lines 41-44); 



Application/Control Number: 10/740,268 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2863 

A JCFG generating JCFs by reference to a script file storing special job request 
attributes in regard to claim 10 

(e.g.; column 9, lines 41-52); 

A JCF includes one or more job control commands in regard to claim 1 1 
(e.g.; column 9, lines 41-52); 

An agent operable to review results of performance of JCFs in regard to claim 12 
(e.g.; column 13, lines 64-67); 

An agent is comprised of a plurality of special task agents in regard to claim 13 
(e.g.; column 13, lines 64-67); 

Special task agents include a job results analysis agent in regard to claim 14 
(e.g.; column 1 3, lines 28-31 ; figure 2, element 208); 

Special task agents include an error analysis agent in regard to claim 14 
(e.g.; column 11, lines 1-3; figure 2, element 202); 

An error analysis agent includes a sub-task agent operable to analyze job 
cancellations and another sub-task agent operable to analyze on-hold jobs in regard to 
claim 15 

(e.g.; column 15, lines 46-64); 

Obtaining attributes of a computing environment to be tested, including first 
attributes unchanged from a first computing environment, and second attributes 
representing change from the first computing environment in regard to claim 16 
(e.g.; column 13, lines 47-55); 
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Generating values of first attributes to be tested based on an automatic sampling 
of values in regard to claim 16 

(e.g.; column 13, lines 5-9); 

Generating values of second attributes in regard to claim 16 
(e.g.; column 13, lines 5-9); 

Automatically generating computer readable instructions for performing testing of 
a computing environment based on generated values of first and second attributes in 
regard to claim 16 

(e.g.; column 13, lines 5-9); 

Automatic sampling of values is a random sampling of values in regard to 
claim 17 

(e.g.; column 15, lines 6-8); 

Second attributes include a dynamic set of values changeable from test run to 
test run in regard to claim 18 

(e.g.; column 14, lines 46-56); 

Second attributes include a user provided special requirement attribute in regard 
to claim 19 

(e.g.; column 14, lines 52-56); 

Obtaining attributes of a computing environment to be tested, including first 
attributes unchanged from a first computing environment, and second attributes 
representing change from the first computing environment in regard to claim 20 
(e.g.; column 13, lines 47-55); 
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Generating values of first attributes to be tested based on an automatic sampling 
of values in regard to claim 20 

(e.g.; column 13, lines 5-9); 

Generating values of second attributes to be tested thoroughly in regard to 
claim 20 

(e.g.; column 13, lines 5-9); 

And automatically generating computer readable instructions for execution of 
tests for a computing environment based on generated values of first and second 
attributes to be tested in regard to claim 20 
(e.g.; column 13, lines 5-9). 

Conclusion 

2 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas N. Washburn whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2284. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 6:30 
AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Barlow can be reached on (571) 272-2269. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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BRYAN BUI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




